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    Wolfpack Lambing and Kidding School
Join us for the 2024 Wolfpack Lambing and Kidding School on February 17 at the Upper Piedmont Research Station …
— 2 months ago

NCSRIP 2023-2024 Winter Webinar Series
NCSRIP Winter Webinar Series 2023


Mark your calendars! Registration is open for our 2023-2024 Winter Webinar Series! These webinars will …
— 4 months ago

North Carolina Sheep Producers Association Annual Meeting and Educational Program
Join us December 9 in Statesville for the NCSPA Annual Meeting and Educational Program! There will be a great …
— 4 months ago

Southwest Virginia Ram Test Sale and Field Day
Join us on September 22 for the Southwest Virginia Ram Test Sale and Field Day in Glade Spring, VA! …
— 6 months ago

North Carolina Sheep Producers Association Shearing School
NC Sheep Producers Association is excited to hold a beginning Sheep Shearing Workshop on Sept. 16, 2023, 8 a.m. …
— 6 months ago

Biltmore Field Day and Sale
Join us at the Biltmore on September 30 for their Angus Cattle and Dorper Sheep Sale and Field Day. …
— 6 months ago

North Carolina Small Ruminant Improvement Program Fall Field Day
Join us for the North Carolina Small Ruminant Improvement Program Fall Field Day on October 6 in Alexander County. Register …
— 6 months ago

NC State Small Ruminant Educational Unit Production Sale
The NC State Small Ruminant Educational Unit Production Sale is coming up on August 29. Katahdin and Dorset rams …
— 7 months ago

Pastureland Ecology Webinar Series Recordings
Interested in learning about the interactions of soil, forages, and animals on your farm? Webinar recordings from our recent …
— 9 months ago

2023 Eastern US Production Ram and Ewe Sales
Looking for a new ram or some replacement ewes? Check out this summary of production-oriented seedstock sales this summer! …
— 9 months ago

Small Ruminant Educational Unit Summer Pasture Walk
Register today for the SREU Summer Pasture Walk. Learn about multi-species grazing systems, annual forages, plant ID, and temporary …
— 9 months ago

FAMACHA Training Series
Register now for our regional FAMACHA certification workshops. You will be provided with a FAMACHA card at the completion …
— 9 months ago

2023 Wolfpack Roundup Educational Program
Join us in Raleigh on April 15th for the Wolfpack Roundup Educational Program and Sale! The program includes graduate …
— 1 year ago

Eastern NC Sheep and Goat Field Day
Join us in Duplin County for a fun day of learning about sheep and goats!
The program includes discussion on …
— 1 year ago

Western North Carolina Workshop Series
Western North Carolina Workshop Series
Join us December 12, 13, or 14 at one of our Western NC Workshops!
December 12 …
— 1 year ago

NC Small Ruminant Improvement Program Winter Webinar Series
Join us for a 5-part webinar series on management practices to improve the productivity and profitability of your flock! …
— 1 year ago

Lead Shepherd Program Mentoring Groups
Interested in working with other small ruminant producers, livestock extension agents and specialists, and NC Department of Agriculture staff …
— 1 year ago

2022 Eastern US Ram and Ewe Sales
Ram buying season is just around the corner and replacement ewe lambs are starting to be offered for sale. …
— 2 years ago

EAPK Field Day and NCSRIP Grazing School
Join us June 11, 2022 in Roxboro! Learn about predator and parasite management, selection practices, pasture management and rotational …
— 2 years ago

North Carolina Lead Shepherd Program
Interested in confinement housing systems (poultry house utilization)? Here is an opportunity to learn about intensive, accelerated production systems …
— 2 years ago
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									NC State Extension is the largest outreach program at NC State University.
									Based in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, we reach millions of
									North Carolina citizens each year through local centers in the state's 100 counties
									and with the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.
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					About 
Small Ruminants

The Meat Goat Information Portal was developed to bring together all the resources pertaining to production, management and marketing of meat goats. On this site, extension agents and producers can find extension and research-based information specific to North Carolina meat goat production.

Interest in meat goat production in North Carolina has increased steadily during the past 18 years because of the demand for goat meat by ethnic groups who prefer goat meat in their diet. USDA statistics indicate that 43,188 million pounds of goat meat were imported in the USA in 2014, for a total value of $94.7 million. It was estimated by the 2012 Census of Agriculture that the NC meat goat breeding stock inventory totals 54,698 animals for a total of 3,659 farms, or an average of 15 goats per farm. The above breeding stock inventory represents a capital of over $12 million. Recently, goat prices have increased at local livestock auctions and can range from $1.50 to 3.00/lb live weight.



The South African Boer goat has provided great incentive to the development of the NC meat goat industry. Recently, the Kiko breed originally from New Zealand has become popular due to its perceived health hardiness. The Boer Goat Association of NC strives to educate goat enthusiasts and enhance the breeding and marketing of the Boer breed.

There are very successful meat goat shows at the Mountain and North Carolina State Fairs. There is also a monthly graded goat sale in Monroe, which supplements weekly auction market sales in Smithfield, Siler City and Canton. During the last 4 years, an average of 4,684 youth were enrolled in the 4-H meat goat project statewide.



A wide range of research and extension projects address current issues faced by the meat goat industry in NC, such as alternatives to anthelmintics for gastrointestinal parasite control, forage and fodder tree production and evaluation, use of goats as bioagents to control weeds, vines and woody perennials invading pastures and forest land, evaluation of byproduct feeds for their inclusion in feeding programs, and developing protocols to increase the success rate of artificial insemination. These projects are conducted in collaboration from the departments of Animal Science, Farm Animal Health and Resource Management, Agricultural and Resource Economics, Horticulture, as well as from the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services research stations and marketing specialists. Regional collaborators include faculty from Virginia State University, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Fort Valley State University, Langston University, Louisiana State University and Tennessee State University.










				


			


		


	

	

		
			
				

					
						
							

							
							
						
					


					NC State University and N.C. A&T State University work in tandem, along with federal, state and local governments, to form a strategic partnership called N.C. Cooperative Extension, which staffs local offices in all 100 counties and with the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.


					Read our Commitment to Diversity | Read our Privacy Statement


					
								N.C. Cooperative Extension prohibits discrimination and harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex (including pregnancy), disability, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, and veteran status.
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